Just how many smokers are there in the USA – REALLY?
Do you know why I've done my sticker like this?
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AT LEAST 70 iliL \ 10K USA
SMOKERS (INCLUDING ME!)
ARE NOT GOING TO QuIT!
www.aalf ws/smokingmad/




It is because, as in EVERYTHING else, the anti-smoking movement, which INCLUDES the main media, the junk 'science' industry, ALA, AHA, ACS, etc who are responsible for most of the pseudo 'science', and 'studies' out there, have MISREPRESENTED the issue of just HOW MANY smokers there are.
 

Here's what I find.  Our USA population is around 300 million.  If I guess-timate about 20% are children too young to smoke (in light of the maturing baby boom generation, that's probably CONSERVATIVE, there is probably a SMALLER % of younger children), that leaves about 240 million old enough to smoke.  Multiplying that by .28 (the stat I've seen most often cited), that gives 67,200,000.
 

I rounded that up to 70,000,000 and I believe that represents the probable MINIMUM number of smokers in the USA.
 

Why?  The 28%, and the other numbers cited in various places (give or take a few %) DO NOT INCLUDE
-pipe only smokers (2%-3% of population)
-cigar only smokers (probably at least 10%, maybe as high as 14% or so)
-All the SOCIAL smokers - who knows how many?  
              But I see them a LOT, & they are the reason smoking bans are especially hurtful to BARS
              TWO of my own six kids are SOCIAL smokers.  They enjoy one or a few little cigars OCCASIONALLY
              I'm SURE they would both answer a questionnaire as 'non smokers'!
-the CLOSET smokers ?%  this number has to have grown a LOT as PERSECUTION of smokers has vastly increased
 

Junk ‘science’ generally determines the % of smokers with QUESTIONNAIRES.  How many folks are totally honest on those things?
 

The Antis have been working overtime to convince us that we are just a tiny minority of the population.  NOTHING could be farther from the TRUTH (except perhaps the supposed 'danger' of someone else's smoke).  It's part of the old 'divide and conquer' strategy - trying to make us feel powerless.
 

If I make a few more educated guess-timates, using the LOWER of the ranges cited above,
2% pipe smokers = 4,800,000
10% cigar smokers = 24,000,000
5% social smokers = 12,000,000
5% closet smokers = 12,000,000
+ the original 67,000,000
= grand total of possibly as many as...
 

DRUM ROLL
.....
....
.... 

120,000,000 smokers - or about HALF of our adult population, who smoke tobacco in one way or another, at least occasionally.
 

They have got the wool SO pulled over our eyes!  Think about it. 
Yes, since we are guess-timating, we can all have an opinion.  I am about 99% certain, myself, that there are AT LEAST 70 million smokers in the USA.  And, I'm calling anyone who smokes ANY tobacco, no matter how - on a 'regular' basis - even if only occasionally, A SMOKER. Because, even if some of the closet or social types would rather not (or may not) CALL THEMSELVES a smoker - they ARE smokers.
 

And, the point of all that is that smokers are a MUCH BIGGER force (no matter how we play with the numbers) than the antis would like us to believe.
 

You know, if only one out of 10 smokers would WRITE a handwritten letter to their congress-people that would be 7 MILLION letters.  If only one out of 100 did, that would still be 700,000!  We could BURY them.  And, what if I'm wrong, and maybe there actually ARE 120 million???

Even if there are ‘only’ 70 million of us smokers, the antis ALWAYS ignore our NON smoking family members, and friends.  I happen to have a husband (who also smokes!), and we have SIX children, and EIGHT grandchildren (so far : ).  You know that old saying, ‘if momma ain’t happy, ain’t NOBODY happy’.  Guess where we NEVER eat if the ‘smokers not welcome’ sign is on the door???  Yup, McDonalds, among many other places.  I will NOT pay for a meal, if I can’t enjoy my food, coffee, and the BEST cigarette of the day – the one after I EAT – Inside with the ‘white people’.  NOT happening.

We are now at a time when about 30% of the population is being disrespected, in order to cater to a small MINORITY of NEUROTIC people.  Yes, NEUROTIC.  Most non-smokers, in spite of billions of dollars of drug industry advertising, and junk ‘science’ over the past 30+ years are still mentally well balanced folks.  They couldn’t care less if someone is smoking, so long as no one is blowing it on them.  Those who will stand out in a parking lot, in the middle of hundreds of idling automobiles, and move away from a cigarette (or COMPLAIN about it!) are NEUROTIC.  They have irrational fears – the DEFINITION of neurotic.  That’s a mental ILLNESS.
 

One of the biggest problems we have in our efforts to educate folks about the REAL truth is that too many on OUR side (IMO) are repeating the lies of the antis, and continually reinforcing them.  We MUST stop doing that.  Too many folks will believe a lie, ONLY because they've seen it repeated so often, and in so many different places.
 

Lynda Farley

Lynda Farley - AKA 'Smokin' Kentucky Granny'
www.forces.org    Smoker's Rights Van:  www.aalf.ws/Liberty-Van/ 

Wondering what's happened to our FREEDOM?
Want to DO something about it? http://forces.org/tavern/
Make money for your CAUSE - Click Here 
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a species that SURVIVED for ‘Millennia?!' by
heating & cooking by BURNING ALL KINDS OF
STUFFis suddenly being 'killed off' by E
someone ELSE's tobacco smoke!
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